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The late renowned Harvard Social Scientist Samuel Huntington warns of the increasing threat of 

renewed conflicts originating in countries and cultures that base their traditions on religious faith 

and dogma. Moving past the issues of race and nationality as sources of future conflict, he cites 

the growing influence of a handful of major cultures--Western, Eastern Orthodox, Latin 

American, Islamic, Japanese, Chinese, Hindu, and African--in current struggles across the 

globe. His study underlines the importance of cultural awareness in dealing with crises 

throughout the globe and its importance in implementing effective policies and programs on the 

ground. According to Huntington: “Nation states will remain the most powerful actors in world 
affairs, but the principal conflicts of global politics will occur between nations and groups of 
different civilizations. The clash of civilizations will dominate global politics. The fault lines 
between civilizations will be the battle lines of the future.” 

 


