ATSG-MH

SUBJECT: Staff Ride Advance Sheet as of 5 JAN 06 




      CAPTAIN CAREER COURSE   


STAFF RIDE

THE ATLANTA CAMPAIGN

 May - September 1864
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 THE BATTLE OF 

 KENNESAW MOUNTAIN
The Staff Ride was instituted by the Army Service and Staff School at Fort Leavenworth in 1906 as a means to instill in Army officers a sense of their professional past and to provide them timeless insights into the relationship between military doctrine, operations and tactics, and the experience of soldiers at war.  Most recently Army leadership returned the Staff Ride to a place of prominence in the training curriculum by making it a requirement of the Officer Advanced Course.  It is excellent training for the professional soldier.  The Advanced Course Staff Ride is a study of the Atlanta Campaign from 6 May 1864 through the capture of Atlanta on 2 September.  The terrain study is focused on the Battle of Kennesaw Mountain, fought on 27 June 1864.  Integrated into this study is an examination of the important relationship between personnel and finance operations and the strategic, operational and tactical levels of war. 

    
The Union campaigns against Confederate forces in 1864 are probably the most studied in all of American military history.  They were to have a dramatic impact on America military professionals and their doctrinal approach to warfare for generations to come.  Union forces under William T. Sherman during the Atlanta Campaign fought against Confederate armies commanded by General Joseph E. Johnston and John Bell Hood.  The fall of Atlanta was an important moment in American history.  When it looked like northern opposition to the war might prevail, Sherman's victory bolstered Northern morale and likely precipitated the re-election of Abraham Lincoln in November 1864.

1.  READING ASSIGNMENTS
a. DECISION IN THE WEST, Castel [entire].

b. STAFF RIDE STUDY MANUAL: "The Atlanta Campaign,” pp. 1-75; Civil War Staff, Logistics, and Engineers," pp. 75-82; “Weapons and Tactics,” pp. 83-90.

c. In addition, students are expected to research the following sources of information to gain a thorough understanding of the responsibilities, decisions, and actions of their assigned Staff Ride characters:

· Official After-Action Reports for the Atlanta Campaign:  Staff Ride Study Manual: pp. 92-189.

· Library Reserve:  Selected books and articles on reserve in the SSI Library. Besides those listed below, librarians have set aside other sources related to the Atlanta Campaign and the armies that participated in it.  See librarians for assistance.

                                                     RECOMMENDED TITLES

Battlefields of the Civil War,  The Atlanta Campaign.



The Road Past Kennesaw, Excerpts.





Battles of the Civil War,  Battle of Kennesaw Mountain.


Battle Chronicles of the Civil War 
Sherman Faces Johnston in Georgia

Fighting at Atlanta

From Dalton to Atlanta

Postscript by James McPherson

Battles and Leaders of the Civil War 


Grand Strategy of the Last Year of the War  (Sherman)

Opposing Sherman's Advance to Atlanta  (Johnston)

The Opening of the Atlanta Campaign  (Breckinridge)

Confederate Strength in the Atlanta Campaign  (Dawes)

Opposing Forces in the Atlanta Campaign

Autobiography of Oliver Otis Howard

Chap XXVII:  Atlanta Campaign...


Chap XXXII:  Kolb's Farm and Kenesaw
American Campaigns,  The Campaign of Atlanta.



Time-Life book on Atlanta Campaign, Standoff at Kennesaw Mountain  

History of Army of the Cumberland, Operations Near Kennesaw Mountain.


2. STUDENT ASSIGNMENTS:  The Staff Ride OIC will coordinate directly with Dr. Bower and assign positions based on his guidance.  Additionally, the OIC is responsible for coordinating transportation and lodging with the Course Director and Dr. Bower, respectively.  Student grades are based on knowledge of the battle (5 points), knowledge of the assigned position/leader (5 points), and the ability to effectively communicate that understanding to his/her peers (10 points).  Maps and training aids are highly encouraged.    
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